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TOWN BOARD MINUTES

TOWN OF POESTENKILL

TOWN BOARD MEETING
February 10, 2022
 (Not approved at time of distribution)

ROLL CALL AS FOLLOWS



          NON-VOTING MEMBERS 
Councilwoman Butler

Present

                      Susan Horton, Town Clerk
Councilman Hass

Present


          Andrew Gilchrist, Attorney
Councilman Van Slyke
Present 


           
                    
Councilman Wohlleber
Present                             
Supervisor Hammond
   
Present
Motion by Hass, seconded by Butler, and carried that the monthly bills had been audited for payment.

Supervisor Hammond opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance and the floor was opened for public comment at 7:00 p.m. T. Anastasia, town resident stated that he wanted to reserve time to discuss items pertaining to the water district. Councilman Hass stated that we were experimenting with YouTube live tonight. He said all the other services do not have good audio and this seems to be the simplest and it is free. There will be a link posted on the Town’s website for all who would like to view the meetings. He also stated that he has contacted M & T Bank regarding the Treasuries to restart the program we did a few years ago to earn money for the town and will report back to the board with his findings. 
G. Pattenaude, town resident and member of (CCCDW) stated that he had sent a letter to the DEC and had received a response which the CCCDW was presently evaluating. He felt that the Town should work with the RCDOH and that the surrounding homes should be tested and that the residents should be notified by DSI. Councilman Wohlleber said that he believed that R. Brunet, Water Manager was going to send a letter to the DEC requesting that homes within a one-mile radius of DSI be tested and asked what has been done by the County regarding testing wells near the DSI location. Bob said that he did not commit to sending out a letter to the DEC and the DOH. Supervisor Hammond stated that if Councilman Wohlleber wrote a letter, he would sign it and send it to the RCDOH. L. Basle, Fire Co. member/town resident asked Supervisor Hammond about the firm that was hired for the water district, LaBarge Brothers, Inc. He wanted to know if the Town received a report from them yet. Supervisor Hammond stated he would talk about that during his supervisor’s report later in the meeting. S. Kalafut, ZBA member wanted to thank the Highway Department for doing such an excellent job keeping the roads clear during the last several storms. Also, she wanted to correct an error in the January 13th minutes where it stated under Zoning Board that a public hearing will take place for the parcel on Plank Rd., it should read that the public hearing was already held regarding this parcel. When everyone was given the opportunity to speak, the public comment period of this meeting was closed at 7:35 p.m. 
Motion by Hass, seconded by Van Slyke and an oral vote of 5 ayes to accept the Town Clerk’s minutes of the January 13, 2022, as written. Motion by Hass, seconded by Butler and an oral vote of 5 ayes to accept the Town Clerk’s minutes of January 26, 2022, as written. 
Liaison Reports:

Planning Board – Harvey Teal and Tom Russell commented on the status of the Cooper Hill Road application. The Public Hearing is being scheduled and they stated that the Developer’s Engineer had updated the plats to include “right of way” easements required to accommodate two DOT specified 25’ easements for drainage from Rt. 355 to the rear of the property. Town Board members had copies of the Planning Board’s meeting of January 4, 2022, in their packets. 
Zoning Board – S. Kalafut reported that there was no meeting on February 8, 2022, due to lack of agenda items. Town Board members had copies of the January 11, 2022, meeting in their packets. 
Fire Company – Town Board members had copies of the Fire Co. January 2022 report. L. Basle stated that the Fire Company was still without a contract for the 2022-2023 year. 
Library – Susan Pattenaude reported on the many upcoming events at the library which include, chocolate frenzy, children’s programing, outdoor yoga. Susan also informed the Board that the library is following the same system as Upper Hudson Library System where books are renewed two times upon their due date. On a sad note, Donna Riley, the library’s Director’s mother, Donna Honsigner passed away. 
Youth Advisory Board – Supervisor Hammond gave an update on the bus situation for summer camp. Camp registration will open soon, and Town Board members had copies of the Youth Director’s report. 
CAC – no meeting

Discussion Items: 
Community Forest Conservation Program – Jeff Briggs, Planning Board member elaborated on this program. Town Board members had copies of the Program Overview in their packets. J. Briggs stated that this program would be something that the town should look into for future projects as it is too late to start the application process now. 

Supervisor Hammond discussed the need to open bank accounts for covid rescue funds and water district savings. He said that the Town’s Accountant had recommended it. He said that in the past there were numerous transfers between water district requirements and the General Town fund and that by establishing two separate accounts specifically for the water district’s operating funds this would simplify town operations and show accountability. A. Gilchrist, Town Attorney, supported this approach. This will be voted on during the Action portion of tonight’s meeting. 

At this point, T. Anastasia (member of the Benefit Review Board) said that he wanted to continue discussions from the recent meeting which the Board had with Supervisor Hammond. He went on to question the entire Benefit Unit Charge, including many town budget items detailed in the 2022 Town Budget. He specifically questioned the separation of costs associated with the bonds for the infrastructure. He said that the Brunswick bonds of $45,000 have been paid off for two years, and yet the Town was still charging them in the budget. He said he wanted to know where that money went. He said that he understood that a certain amount of money was required for repairs in the system. After a strong discussion, Supervisor Hammond said that it was obvious that the Town and Tim Anastasia had different opinions which would not be reconciled here, and he closed the subject. 
In an unrelated item, it was requested by the Fire Company that all future contracts specify that hydrants be equipped with stortz connectors. L. Basil said that if the hydrants were ordered with stortz connectors that the costs would be minimal, if any at all. 

Action Items:

Retirement – Standard Workday for Elected and Appointed Officials - Motion by Councilman Wohlleber, seconded by Councilman Hass and carried to adopt the Standard Workday and reporting resolution for Elected and Appointed Officials for 2022. 
Copier at Town Hall – Councilwoman Butler gave a brief update on the proposed copiers the town was looking into purchasing due to the fact that the current copiers are no longer serviceable. Motion by Councilwoman Butler, seconded by Councilman Hass and carried to purchase a Sharp MX-3051/color copier and Sharp mx-c357 desk top copier.
Lease: 60 months for both machines at a cost of $121.00 month. 

Postage Meter – Motion by Supervisor Hammond, seconded by Councilman Wohlleber to purchase a pitney bowes – SendPRO C Semi-Automatic Mailing System – with 5lb scale- USPS Processing Manual Feed-& Sealing Feature for $1,268.10. 
RESOLUTION #3-2022 – RESOLUTION REMOVING RESTRICTIONS ON SUCCESSION OF OFFICE FOR MEMBERS AND CHAIRS OF THE POESTENKILL PLANNING BOARD AND POESTENKILL ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS. This resolution shall be effective immediately and shall apply to remove any previously applicable restrictions on terms of members or chairs of the Poestenkill Planning Board and Poestenkill Zoning Board of Appeals on both current and prospective members and chairs of such Board. 

MOVED BY:


Councilman Hass

SECONDED BY:

Councilman Wohlleber

VOTED UPON AS FOLLOWS:

Councilwoman Butler:
YES

Councilman Hass:

YES
Councilman Van Slyke:
NO
Councilman Wohlleber:
YES
Supervisor Hammond:
NO 


Opening of Bank Accounts for Covid Rescue Funds and Water District Savings – 

Supervisor Hammond reported that our new accountant suggested we open two accounts for normal operating funds. Motion by Councilman Hass, seconded by Councilwoman Butler and carried to authorize Supervisor Hammond to open two separate accounts, one for Covid Rescue funds and one for the Water district. 

Hire Melissa Elacqua to complete 2021 audit – Motion by Councilman Hass, seconded by Councilwoman Butler and carried to hire Melissa Elacqua, to complete the 2021 town hall audit. 
Agreement of Hitchcock Settlement – this will be discussed in Executive Session
Water Rate Increase to $5.25 – R. Brunet, Water Manger, said that he was proposing to increase the water rate charge from $5.00 per thousand gallons to $5.25. He cited the Troy increase (effective 1/1/2022) of $.20 per thousand gallons and the Brunswick increase of $.05, totaling an increased cost of water to Poestenkill of $.25 per thousand gallons. He said that the average resident’s monthly water bill is presently approximately $15.00 and that this new water rate would increase the monthly water bill approximately $.75 to a total of $15.75. He said that Poestenkill’s water billing still would be one of the lowest in NYS and that we were not “making anything” on this increase, just covering our increased water costs. He also confirmed that he had reviewed our water agreements with both Troy and Brunswick and that their increases are proper. Motion by Supervisor Hammond, seconded by Councilman Van Slyke and carried to increase the water rate charge from $5.00 per thousand gallons to $5.25 per thousand gallons. 
Reports:
Supervisor’s Report- Supervisor Hammond updated the residents and board members on the possible creation of water district. He also spoke about Summer Camp and the use of the Sand Lake Beach for the summer. Supervisor Hammond said that he and June Butler had attended the Sand Lake town meeting regarding water sources. He said that they had a productive meeting with the LaBarge Group giving the presentation. He said that there were significant financial benefits of working together with Sand Lake (approximately $4 Million in additional funding) and that the plans and other technical financial information needed to be submitted by July 2022 for Grant Applications. Supervisor Hammond wanted to let it be known that there are a limited number of covid test kits available for town residents. 
Town Attorney’s Report – A. Gilchrist, Town Attorney reported that he has been working on the proposed revisions for the Fire Protection Agreement, Resolution for tonight’s meeting regarding Planning and Zoning Chairman, water law, etc. 
Town Clerk’s Report – Motion by Butler, seconded by Wohlleber and an oral vote of 5 ayes to accept the Town Clerk’s report of January 2022. The total amount received in the Clerk’s office was $18,193.99 and of that amount $17,194.32 was remitted to the Supervisor. Town Board members had copies of the Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer’s written report. There were also reports from the Assessor, DCO, 811 report, Water report and the Highway Dept. DJ Goyer, Highway Superintendent reported that Highway Crew employee, Vito passed his CDL test. Congratulations Vito!
Water Manager’s Report:
R. Brunet reported on the water operations and the 811 operations. He said that all of the work functions were performed properly, and all objectives under our control were either met or exceeded, with emphasis on providing safe water, quality test reports, and on continuing to reduce lost water expenses. 
Payment of Bills:

Motion by Hass, seconded by Butler and an oral vote of 5 ayes to pay Warrant #3-2022 in the amount of $99,656.36. Motion by Hass, seconded by Butler and an oral vote of 5 ayes to pay Warrant #4-2022 in the amount of $66,781.57. 
Motion by Supervisor Hammond, seconded by Councilman Wohlleber and carried to enter into Executive Session at 9:30 p.m. to discuss a legal issue and to discuss the Fire Protection Agreement with no votes taken. Motion by Councilman Hass and seconded by Councilwoman Butler to exit Executive Session at 10 p.m. 
The meeting resumed with a discussion about the Fire Protection Agreement. Some Board members wanted documentation on all calls the Fire Company responds to and those they do not respond to. The Fire Company does not agree with this stating they are volunteers and can not make every call and it is not their responsibility to maintain logs of this kind.

Motion by Supervisor Hammond, seconded by Councilman Hass and an oral vote of 2 ayes and 3 nays to accept the Fire Protection Agreement for 2022-2023. 

Motion by Hass, seconded by Wohlleber and an oral vote of 5 ayes to adjourn this meeting at 

10:05 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

Susan Horton, Town Clerk
