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TOWN BOARD MINUTES

TOWN OF POESTENKILL

April 14, 2022
 (Not approved at time of distribution)

ROLL CALL AS FOLLOWS




 NON-VOTING MEMBERS 
Councilwoman Butler

Present
      


 Andrew Gilchrist, Town Attorney


Councilman Hass

Present                                     Susan Horton, Town Clerk
Councilman Van Slyke    
Present 
Councilman Wohlleber
Present
  
   
Supervisor Hammond    
Present
Motion by Hass, seconded by Butler, and carried that the monthly bills had been audited for payment. 

Supervisor Hammond opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance and the floor was opened for public comment at 7:00 p.m. D. Basle, Asst. Chief, discussed a couple of problems near Wait’s Garage. He talked about wires being down also about sand being blasted out onto the road due to Fane’s Construction work. He said that the nearby residents were being hit with this and with dirt. He felt that this was unsafe and that someone should follow-up. He felt bad for the neighbors. This was reinforced by Snyder’s Corner Road resident T. Anastasia who said that he experienced the same issue. He said that the air was filled with dust on a daily basis and that a better barrier should be installed to eliminate the problem. 
Lee King, town resident commented on the Code Enforcement Officer’s monthly report. Lee said that he was recently at a location where T. Church, Code Enforcement Officer was responding to a situation. The residents at the site were on the verge of causing an unruly situation. Lee was very positive in his praise for Tracy, stating that he acted very professional in his response and that he was an asset to the Town. 
Susan Kalafut initiated a discussion on the recent meeting with the residents to review the status of the covid relief funding. She questioned why only some residents received the mailed notice and stated that is why the attendance was so little. She said that the people just did not know of the meeting, and she thought that another meeting should be scheduled. The discussion, including Town Board members, and audience members revolved around the mailing procedures and the numerous area codes for all residents. Councilman Wohlleber stated that nine hundred pieces were mailed, approximately 40% of the Town. Supervisor Hammond acknowledged the problem and stated that he would make sure that the situation was corrected. Lee King said he had attended the meeting and that many good ideas came out and that he felt that all Town officials should attend these meetings to demonstrate their participation to the residents and to see the recommendations. 
T. Anastasia again brought up the same issues he had with the water benefit units which he discussed at two prior Town Board meetings. Supervisor Hammond said that we had thoroughly covered these in the past and that we would not cover them again tonight. Mr. Anastasia tried to pursue the matter; Councilman Hass indicated that he had the privilege of commenting during this period. But that the Town was not under an obligation to respond. Mr. Anastasia responded that he would take the “next step.” 

Susan Kalafut questioned why some elected officials had to run for office every two years and others had to run only every four years. She felt that it was burdensome, particularly if the person was unopposed and was taking productive time away from performing the individual’s job. Councilman Hass responded that NYS Law required both the Town Clerk and the Highway Superintendent to run for Election every two years. 
Highway Superintendent, DJ Goyer discussed a recent situation on Hinkle Road where a Twin Bridges tuck was going too fast and narrowly missed his work crew near the curve in the road near our water tank. His concern is the safety of his people. He also mentioned that these Twin Bridges trucks are heavier than Waste Management trucks and he felt that their speed was having a negative impact on our roads. He requested that the Town write a letter to them asking that they respect the residents and the highway crew and to get the problem corrected. Supervisor Hammond agreed to meet with Superintendent Goyer and compile a letter to Twin Bridges with their concerns. 
TOWN CLERK’S MINUTES – 

Motion by Councilman Wohlleber, seconded by Councilwoman Butler and an oral vote of 5 ayes to accept the Town Clerk’s minutes of March 10, 2022, as written. Motion by Councilwoman Butler, seconded by Councilman Hass and an oral vote of 4 ayes, 1 abstaining (Van Slyke) to accept the Town Clerk’s minutes of March 31, 2022, as written. 
PRESENTATIONS –

None

CORRESPONDENCE
Charter Communications – Memos dated March 7th, March 18th, March 21st, and April 1, 2022, explaining new programming services. 
LIAISON REPORTS - 
Planning Board – J. Briggs, Planning Board member reported on the April 5, 2022, meeting. He reported that there were (3) three applicants that came in front of the Planning Board for an informal information exchange. 
Zoning Board─ Susan Kalafut reported on the April 12, 2022, meeting. She stated that two applicants came in front of the Board and both applicants are scheduled for a public hearing which will be held on May 10, 2022. 
CAC─ J. Briggs, CAC member reported that there was no meeting this month. 
Fire Company─ Town Board members had copies of the Fire Company’s March 2022 report. 
D. Basle reported the number of call the Fire Company made during the month of March. 

Library - Susan Kalafut reported on the activities at the library. Some of these activities included, outside yoga, family game day and on April 30th there will be a Fly-Fishing Demonstration held at the library. S. Kalafut informed the Town Board that the Board of Trustees for the library will be seeking an increase for the 2023 Budget.  S. Kalafut wanted to make sure that residents visit the library’s website. She said it was an excellent site, www.poestenkilllibrary.org.
Youth Advisory Board ─ T. Buker, Youth Director reported that the “Eggstravaganza” which was held at Butler Park for Poestenkill, and Sand Lake residents was a success. She also stated that the Poestenkill/Sand Lake Summer Camp is fast approaching and filling up very quickly.
T. Buker thanked the Poestenkill Fire Company for attending and for all their help. 
DISCUSSION ITEMS – 

4-year term for all elected positions – Supervisor Hammond explained that the term limits right now for Supervisor, Town Clerk and Highway Superintendent are two years. Personally, he would like to see the term limit change to 4 years just like are town board members are. Most Board members were in favor of this change, stating their views. Councilman Hass was not in favor of this change stating having a two-year limit makes you have to be more responsive to the people.  A. Gilchrist, Town Attorney explained the process if the board was in favor of this change. First, the Board would have to submit a Resolution which would be passed at the Town Board meeting 150 days prior to the General Election. This would be put on the ballot as a proposition for the voters to decide on. There was a discussion among the audience members and Town Board members, stating their views, some for and some against this change. T. Chadwick, former Highway Superintendent was against this change stating he feels having to be re-elected every two years, you would work harder to make sure you are re-elected. Councilwoman Butler made the point that there is so much to learn in these positions, that you are just learning the job after the two years and then having to be re-elected. 
Water District #2 – Supervisor Hammond stated that we had the LaBerge report and that it now needs to be filed. He discussed the meetings which were held with Sand Lake and with the Algonquin Middle School. He was concerned with the financial feasibility of the proposal due to the limited number of homes being served. 

Railing to library – Councilman Van Slyke stated that he had thoroughly reviewed the condition of the railing and that significant work to repair the railing would be required. He said that he had received a repair quote of $2,500 from Robert Dore. Supervisor Hammond stated that he will be obtaining quotes for a roof needed for the library. 
Paper Streets – Mr. & Mrs. Russo, residents at 10 Stanton Avenue, reviewed with the Town Board and the Town Attorney, the “paper street” plats and their location. Attorney Gilchrist reviewed numerous NYS Laws and stressed specific concerns, including the Highway Law-Section 205. Other items included the proof needed to be provided to the Town confirming their ownership. He said that it was prudent and in everyone’s interest to notify adjacent owners of the proposed actions. The discussion resulted in the conclusion that the Russo’s would modify their request. Supervisor Hammond stated that Attorney Gilchrist would assess the situation and it would be further reviewed at the next Town Board meeting. 
Planning and Zoning Meetings – T. Buker discussed the need for more hours allotted for the secretary for Planning and Zoning because the present hours (12 total for both departments) were inadequate. She further stated that Stephanie should be provided with specialized training due to the importance and the complexity of the job. Judy Grattan was asked if she would be available to help out in this regard. Judy said that she would be happy to, and details will be worked out. 
ACTION ITEMS – 
Introduction of Local Law regarding drainage district – A. Gilchrist, Town Attorney stated that he had drafted the Local Law which would improve the present Local Law Chapter 111 (Drainage Districts).  This need became apparent with the review of the proposed 8-unit Subdivision on route 355. He reviewed his proposal, which received acceptance from the Town 
Board, and stated that it would require a public hearing which will be held on May 12, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. which is the next Town Board meeting. 
Hitchcock Agreement (pending) – Supervisor Hammond stated that the issue was pending, and that the agreement was with Mr. Hitchcock’s legal counsel. 
Approval of Record of Activity for NYS Retirement – Motion by Hass, seconded by Butler and carried to approve the Standard Work Day and Reporting Resolution for Councilman Wohlleber and Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer, Tracy Church. T. Buker will send this report to the New York State Comptroller’s Office. 
Paper Streets – this was discussed during the Discussion portion of the meeting and there is no action on this matter at this time. 
Amendment to Mohawk Hudson – A. Gilchrist, Town Attorney informed the Town Board that he would like to further investigate this contract and report back to the Board with his findings at next month’s meeting. 
Approval of Agreement with Rick Lederer-Barnes (Upstate GIS Consultants) 

for GIS services for Comprehensive Plan Update – Motion by Butler, seconded by Wohlleber and carried, authorizing Supervisor Hammond to sign agreement for GIS services. This agreement is being made between Rick Lederer-Barnes (Upstate GIS Consultants) and the Town of Poestenkill to cover GIS services in support of the Client’s Comprehensive Plan update. All services will be provided by the Consultant for a fixed fee of $3,000. Should additional services be required beyond the above scope of work they would be provided at a rate of $90/hour. 
RESOLUTION #6-2022-RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PURCHASE OF EQUIPMENT FOR TOWN OF POESTENKILL HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT. Now, therefore, be it resolved by the Town Board of the Town of Poestenkill in regular session duly convened as follows:
The Town Board of the Town of Poestenkill hereby authorizes the purchase of model 747-FR 2000 ECO Trailer Mounted High Pressure Sewer Cleaner equipment pursuant to the Sewer Equipment Co. of America proposal dated March 30, 200 quoted through Sourcewell Contract No. 101221-SCA in amount not to exceed $78,190.00. 
MOVED BY:

Councilman Hass
SECONDED BY: 
Councilwoman Butler
VOTED UPON AS FOLLOWS:

Councilwoman Butler

YES

Councilman Hass

YES

Councilman Van Slyke
YES

Councilman Wohlleber
YES

Supervisor Hammond

YES

RESOLUTION #7-2022 – RESOLUTION DECLARING VEHICLES AND/OR EQUIPMENT SURPLUS. Now, therefore, be it resolved by the Town Board of the Town of Poestenkill in regular session duly convened as follows:
The Town Board of the Town of Poestenkill hereby declares the vehicles and/or equipment described in Exhibit “A” attached hereto to be surplus and to be sold and/or auctioned in accordance with law. 

MOVED BY:

Councilman Hass

SECONDED BY:
Councilman Wohlleber

VOTED UPONS AS FOLLOWS:

Councilwoman Butler


YES

Councilman Hass


YES
Councilman Van Slyke

YES

Councilman Wohlleber

YES

Supervisor Hammond


YES



Veterans Service Agreement – Motion by Hass, seconded by Wohlleber and carried to authorize Supervisor Hammond to sign the 2022 Sullivan-Jones Service Agreement. 
Senior Service Agreement - Motion by Wohlleber, seconded by Hass and carried to authorize Supervisor Hammond to sign the 2022 Poestenkill Senior Service Agreement. 
REPORTS:

Supervisor’s Report ─ no report given 
Town Attorney’s Report ─ A. Gilchrist reported on some of the items he worked on this month included preparing Resolutions for tonight’s meeting along with working on the proposed local law for the drainage district, paper streets and other routine matters. 
Motion by Hass, seconded by Butler, and an oral vote of 5 ayes, to approve the Town Clerk’s report for the month of March 2022, as written.  The total amount received in the Clerk’s Office was $4,503.84 and of that amount $4,320.68 was turned over to the Supervisor. Town Board members had copies of the Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer’s written report. There were also reports from the Assessor, DCO, 811 report, Water report and the Highway Department report. 
PAYMENT OF BILLS - 
Motion by Hass, seconded by Butler, and an oral vote of 5 ayes to pay Warrant #7-2022 in the amount of $109,014.87.  Motion by Hass, seconded by Butler, and an oral vote of 5 ayes to pay Warrant #8-2022 in the amount of $3,595.92. 
Motion by Councilman Hass, seconded by Councilman Wohlleber, and an oral vote of 5ayes, to enter into Executive Session at 9:10 p.m. to discuss personnel issues with no votes taken.  Motion by Wohlleber, seconded by Butler, and carried to exit Executive Session at 9:34 p.m. and immediately adjourn this meeting. 
Respectfully submitted,

Susan Horton, Town Clerk
